
July 7, 2023

The Honorable Michael S. Regan
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Regan,

Thank you for earlier this year restoring the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) previous finding 
under the Clean Air Act that it is “appropriate and necessary” to regulate the emissions of mercury and other 
toxic air pollutants from power plants. As the regulatory basis for the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards 
(MATS), this safeguard has been critical to cleaning up dangerous air pollution across the country. We also 
appreciate your proposal to strengthen the standards and urge you to strengthen the final limits so that it further 
protects the public, and especially children’s developing brains, from toxic power plant pollution. 

Air toxics from power plants—including mercury, hydrogen chloride, arsenic, chromium, cadmium, nickel, and
others—can cause or contribute to neurological damage in developing fetuses, chronic respiratory diseases, 
various cancers, and other severe damage to human health and ecosystems. Since the now-implemented 2012 
MATS went into effect, the power sector has significantly reduced air toxics emissions, providing major public 
health benefits at costs far lower than expected, and without adverse effects on electric system reliability or the 
economy. However, power plants are still the nation’s largest emitter of mercury and other hazardous air 
pollutants. While there has been much progress, hazardous pollutants continue to harm people across the United
States.

As proposed, by 2035 the new standard could cut pollution and protect people annually from:

- 82 pounds of mercury;
- 800 tons of fine particulate matter (PM2.5);
- 8,800 tons of sulfur dioxide (SO2);
- 8,700 tons of nitrogen oxides (NOx); and
- 5 million tons of carbon pollution (CO2).

Cleaning up mercury and other air toxics is projected to lead to $170 to $220 million in annualized health 
benefits and a further $170 million in annualized climate co-benefits. According to EPA, of the coal-fired 
sources without retirement plans, 91% have already been able to meet EPA’s proposed limit for non-mercury 
metal hazardous air pollutants. As such, the EPA should strengthen the standard for these hazardous air 
pollutants to no more than 0.006 lb/MMBtu. The agency’s own modeling shows that setting this standard at this
level would increase overall benefits to over $1 billion dollars annually, and still remain nearly three times 



greater than compliance costs. Additionally, we call on the EPA to eliminate exemptions for lignite plants, 
which emit hazardous air pollutants in massive amounts compared to other power plants, and also to apply these
new standards to facilities that burn waste coal, one of the dirtiest forms of energy that exists. Finally, we 
strongly support EPA’s proposal to require continuous emissions monitoring (CEMS), which will hold polluters
accountable and create more transparency around the quality of air that communities are breathing.

Reducing toxic air pollution from power plants will lead to significant benefits, regardless of whether they can 
be quantified or monetized. In fact, a recent Harvard University study found the real benefits of reducing 
mercury alone may total in the billions every year.

More hazardous air pollutant reductions are achievable at reasonable cost and will achieve important public 
health improvements for all, but particularly for those communities that bear the greatest pollution burden or are
subsistence or recreational fishers. We, therefore, strongly encourage EPA to finalize these critical safeguards in
an expeditious timeframe, no later than April 2024. 

The MATS have undoubtedly been a tremendous public health success. Yet there are still many power plants 
that release significant amounts of mercury and other toxic air pollution, putting too many families at risk. 
Finalizing the proposed rule strengthening MATS to reflect developments in controlling air toxics from power 
plants is the best way to keep our children and communities safe from toxic air pollution.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Summer Lee
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress
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Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress
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Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Jeff Jackson
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress
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Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Troy Carter
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress
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Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress
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Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress
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